Meanwhile the entrenchment was being cleared
of everything that was considered worth the
carriage. The enemy were so harassed by the
breaching-fire at the Kaisarbagh that they did not
observe the withdrawal of the guns from the old
position, All the treasure, including what was left
of the ex-King's jewels, was removed, as well as
the large supplies of wheat that still remained to
witness the forethought of Sir Henry Lawrence.
The place was strewn with all sorts of clothes and
household gear which the families had left behind
them, and to which both soldiers and civilians were
helping themselves freely.
It so angered the garrison to think that, after all,
the enemy would overrun the place and loot it, that
they would have preferred to blow up all the houses
as they retired; but this would have wrecked the
concerted plans of Outram and Major General
Mansfield, Sir Colin's Chief of Staff, which required
the routine of the defence to be maintained as long
as possible. It was not till the afternoon of the 22nd
November that the bulk of the Europeans were
informed that they were marching out that night,
and the news was withheld from the Indian troops
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